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STATISTICS OF PUBLIC, SOCIETY, AND SCHOGL LIBRARIES, 1923 


INTRODUCTION 


As a part of its function of providing information about all kinds 
of educational activities, the Bureau of Education, beginning with its 
report for 1870, has periodically collected and published statistics of 
public, society, and school libraries, recently at intervals of about 
five years. The last preceding compilation, covering the year 1913, 
was issued as Bulletin, 1915, No. 25. Various special circumstances, 
particularly the interruption caused by the Wor!d War, have delayed 
the preparation of the present builetin from 1918, when it regularly 
would have appeared, until theexpiration of an entire decade since 
the collection of the last preceding library statistics. 

The form schedules for collecting the information for the present 
bulletin were distributed to an address list of about 18,669 public, 
society, and school libraries, which was made up by the bureau. To 
* many of these libraries it was found necessary to send two or more 
requests before replies could be obtained. The number of replies 
suitable for tabulation received for 1923 from libraries having 1,006 
volumes and over was 8,544, while 2,569 replies came from smaller 
libraries, making a total of 11,113 libraries reporting. Of these, the 
first group reported a total of 126,914,414 volumes; the second, 
1,437,559 volumes. Ci the 8,544 libraries, 4,855 contained from 
1,000 to 4,999 volumes, and 3,689 had 5,000 volumes or more. The 
returns for 1913, as compared with those for 1923, showed 8,302 
libraries having 1,000 volumes or more, of which 5,453 contained 
from 1,060 te 4,999 volumes, and 2,849 had 5,000 volumes or more. 
The 1923 returns, accordingly, show a decrease from 1913 of 598 in 
the number of libraries reporting between 1,000 and 4,999 volumes 
and an increase of 840 libraries having 5,000 volumes or more. 
Many libraries having fess than 5,000 volumes in 1913 had grown 
beyond that limit by 1923; also a large number of the smaller 
libraries failed to send in returns for 1923 in time for use, and it 
was not found practicable to wait longer on these libraries or to 
make additional efforts to obtain information from them. In 
actual fact, the indications point to a substantial addition to the 
number of smaller libraries during the decade 1913-1923. On the 
other hand, it is believed that nearly ail libraries in the United 
States having 5,000 volumes or more in 1923 are listed in this bulletin. 

The number of libraries reporting statistics to the bureau for 1908, 
which were published as Bulletin, 1909, No. 5, was similarly incom- 
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plete as compared with 1903. The number of libraries having 
1,000 to 4,999 volumes reporting in 1908 was only 3,342, as against 
4,841 for 1903; the libraries having 5,000 volumes or more in 1908 
numbered 2,298, as against 2,028 reporting for 1903; making the total 
number of libraries reporting 1,000 volumes or more in 1908 to be 
5,640, as against 6,869 for 1903. The introduction to Bulletin, 1909, 
No. 5, containing the 1908 library statistics, states that it was at 
that time believed that the number of public, society, and school 
libraries having 1,000 volumes or more was in excess of 8,000, and 
that there were certainly more than 1,000 libraries of 1,000 to 5,000 
volumes from which no returns for 1908 were received. A similar 
observation seems to apply to the incomplete list of libraries having 
from 1,000 to 4,999 volumes reporting for the present bulletin. 

The earlier statistical reports issued by the Bureau of Education 
included the names and details for all libraries reporting over 300 
volumes. In 1893, libraries of less than 1,000 volumes were omitted 
from the published lists, and by 1908 the increase in the number of 
libraries made it necessary to limit the published list to libraries 
having 5,000 volumes or more, which plan was also followed in 1913. 
In order to widen the scope of the present bulletin and to give deserved 
recognition to the important service rendered by many of the smaller 
libraries, the limit for libraries listed in the following pages has 
been lowered to 3,000 volumes. The present list accordingly gives 
detailed statistics for 5,080 public, society, and school libraries having 
3,000 volumes or more. The plan of the tables in this bulletin, as to 
the items of information admitted, has also been thoroughly reorgan- 
ized from the method employed in earlier compilations in this series. 

The 5,080 libraries of 3,000 volumes or more, whose statistics are 
given in the following tables, had 2,844 branches, and reported an 
ageregaite of 120,841,060 volumes. Additions amounting to 6,565,652 
volumes were made by 4,335 of the libraries, and 3,110 libraries 
reported 13,756,738 borrowers’ cards in force. The issues of books 
for use outside of the library, as reported by 3,199 libraries, aggre- 
gated 207,709,650 volumes. The number of libraries reported as 
entirely free to the public was 2,788, while 1,167 were free for refer- 
ence. Of the 5,080 public, society, and school libraries, 2,754 
received $28,010,202 from direct taxation or public appropriations. 
The aggregate income of 3,773 libraries was $44,686,394. The 
amount expended for books by 3,816 libraries was $8,683,144 for 
the year; 3,375 libraries paid $21,974,624 for salaries, the aggregate 
expenditure of 4,087 libraries being $40,326,522. 

The number of libraries in the United States and the number of 
volumes contained therein have been growig constantly for many 
years, and this growth has been especially rapid since the opening of 
the present century. In 1903 the number of libraries of all kinds 
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reporting 5,000 volumes or more was 2,028, which by 1913 had grown 
to be 2,849, an increase of 821 during the decade from 1903 to 1913. 
In 1923 the libraries reporting 5,000 volumes or more numbered 
3,689, or a gain of 840 since 1913. The number of volumes con- 
tained in the libraries mentioned increased in a greater ratio from 
43,765,677 in 1903 to 75,112,935 in 1913, or 72 per cent, and on to 
115,688,909 in 1923, or 54 per cent since 1913. The number of 
books in libraries of 1,000 volumes or more per 100 people in the 
United States in 1903 was 68; in 1908, 72; in 1913, 89; and in 1923, 
115; showing a great gain in the number of volumes available to the 
population. 

With reference to the semicentennial anniversary of the inaugu- 
ration of the modern library movement in the United States, which is 
observed in 1926, it may be useful for purposes of comparison with 
the present status to summarize briefly here some items of library 
statistics collected by the Bureau of Education in 1876, which were 
published in its special monograph on “Public libraries in the United 
States of America; their history, condition, and management,” and 
supplemented in its report for 1876 (p. cxxiv). The total number of 
publi, society, and school libraries numbering 300 volumes or more 
reporting for 1876 was 3,723, containing 12,376,473 volumes. Other 
details were as follows: 


Total yearly additions (1,556 libraries reporting)_._____.....--_-- 441, 722 
Number of books issued to borrowers (784 libraries reporting) ___-_- 9, 065, 178 » 
“Weary income) (679 libraries reporting) 2.2 250 ee So ses $1, 329, 703 
Yearly expenditures for books, periodicals, and binding (814 libra- 
BEMCCHPCISG I (DNS eee er aie ge ee fue 2 ke $572, 477 
Yearly expenditures for salaries and incidental expenses (679 libra- 
ries reporting) ______- a Weed Ce Opie I eerie. S60 ft SOF 


Although these statistics of 1876 are incomplete, they are sufficient 
to show, when compared with present conditions, that the progress 
in library facilities made in America during the past half century 
has been very great. 
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TaBLe 1.—Summary of statistics of all libraries reporting 3,000 volumes or more 


in 1923 


BOOKS, ADDITIONS, CARDS IN FORCE, BOOKS ISSUED 
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TaBLE 2.—Summary of all libraries reporting 3,000 volumes or more in 1923 


CLASSIFICATION AS TO USE OF BOOKS; EMPLOYEES 


States 


| 


Continental United States-| 


INN Gc ee ee ee | 
PERIZ Rees a | 
JAR ye a eee 
TiO 4 ee ee ae 
AERTOFANOS = oe eee as 


Connecticut 
MelnwiaEpe ee ene eee 


Reni mebkagee en se oe. 
enistit oe 
Hpi pent ot oS | 
Wirryd ata te | 
Wrassachusetts__ .--- 2... 


New Hampshire___-------.-- | 
New: Jersey. =. 2 tL | 
New Mexico____-_..--- oS eee 


COORD T TT © Ske ene ae ee Remi | 
Pennsylvania______.._.__-__- | 
Bnedeistind! 6-222) 2 


ee 


eee 


Free or otherwise 


ros 


ho 
He OO =O ST On 09 Or 


we kt 
eH GO Ot tb 


Mem- 
bers 


or sub- | for ref- 


seribers} erence 


only 


t 


Paid library 


Building force, 


employees janitors, ete. 
ae 
: Num- | ;: Num- 
Free | Libra- | Libra- 
ries re- ze be ries re- Peg 
| porting ployees Derg ployees 
| 
6 | 7 bane L | 16 
| | 
1, 167 | 3, 587 | 18,719 | 2,230 | 3, 758 

8 gs (80 [ia 17 26 
5 11 34 | 5 | 5 
13 13 30 | 6 6 
39 1S8 | 1,558 109 204 
19 42 225 | 20 23 
T54| oa Se aad) ee 79.1 Pgs 

2 5 29 | 3 | 5 
61 | 43 828 12 | 178 
10 | 16 53 | 12 | 15 
23 | 37 131 25 37 

{ 

5 | 19 38/1 14 
60; 215| ss9| 151 198 
991 15 670 126 187 
231 126 | 414 160 | 127 
21 | 73 | 238 58 69 
19 | 32 160 19 23 
10 | 17 72 il 17 
20 85 216 54 58 
14 24 193 S 23 
83 343 | 1, 645 233 | 388 
20 121 924 75 204 
19 106 44 61 112 
10 12 23 7 7 
28 76 542 36 78 

8 23| 63 ‘16 16 
16 61 148 42 58 

2 4 12 ag | 1 

4 80 203 51 56 
18 103 585 70 118 

4 9 1 7 7 

| 
135 | 408 3, 190 214 418 
19 | 23 72 13 i6 
12 22 55 11 11 
54 145 | 1,335 103 237 
il 37 95 26 28 
12 34 208 2 33 
104; 190 G48 101 170 
16 50 218 28 50 
13 | 25 50 15 18 
13 | 35 76 18 18 
25 29 110 21 33 
37 65 209 33 54 

7 33 67 18 22 

7 | 65 135 37 40 
25 34 124 3 36 
12 53 321 7 72 
19 19 61 8 8 
35 115 ry Deel 6 | 120 

1 | 14 42 | 12 12 

1 1 2 1 1 

1 Gtk Leak nae fetes 
4 7 46 4 6 
2 3 19 2 | 3 


6 PUBLIC, SOCIETY, AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


TABLE 3.—Summary of statistics of libraries as to control and size in 1923 
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1 Includes 1 library under the control of an individual also. 
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TABLE 4.—Summary of statistics of libraries reporting 3,000° volumes. or more 
in 1923 


INCOME FROM VARIOUS SOURCES FOR LAST FISCAL YEAR 
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1 500; 11 4,819} 23| 96,3341 21 222,300 

43| 363, 632| 179] 653,658! 221! 3,100,832) 46) 8, 104, 571 
22| 113,831| 139] ~ 164,444| 162| 1,658,636] 21/ 364,490 
28| 51,431| 115| 98, 797| 145| '947,033| 21| 115, 440 

10| 83,116 68} 41,397; 791 437,062| 15/1, 163, 833 
9) 15,751| 171 73,161] 311 309,874 10] «173, 500 

5| 21,725 11| ~+—19,078| 15]  401,688| + 3/, ~—«111, 000 

15] 15,210 72; 97,840), 921  302,636| 43|. 1,177,362 
7| 74,0721 7| ~~ + 48,364| + 21/ 369, 2801 +~—«8|-~—«i, 302, 000 

45| 174,763 290! 1,012,612| 371| 3,682, 580| 201| 12,412,374 
16}  29,284| 95; 1,044,140) 124| 2,399,441/ 221 599, 523 
24, 50,189] 84} ° 165,373| 115! 1,309,094) 16] 228,770 
o| 1045 11| 17,306, 14| ° 35,9041 11 ~~ 16, 090 

22} 142,991/ 421  312,506| 71/ 1,314,619| 17| 1,224,990 
5| 12,952 13; 12,017|/ 221 143,964 4) ‘17,750 

12} 7,284} +461 + ~=—«-:29, 230] 69] ~=—««305, 298) 5}, Ss 44, 70 
Sut ae weer pie tee tee sr Sa bat oia| ce | 2 anv. 
6) 13,458} 85| 58,7081 107;  229,872| 62| 725, 709 

11] 132.308/ 681 215,790! 105! 1,632,647| 23] 13, 236, 310 

2] 3,650 ~—o#5 5,947, 8| 21,8021 1 1, 500 

123] 865, 901] 286) 1,889,225) 407| 5,870, 569) 153) 80,008,145 
9} 62,984] 15/ 22653] 281 175,742 499, 920 

9) 14,576} 13| 10,792 25| 143,211 : 514, 740 

40| 290,970} 111| 2,458,605| 163] 4,850,063) 41| 8, 117. 947 
2} 3.200; 2i| 15,0221 421 265,716| 2! 701, 000 

9| 53,388/ 211  30,357| 36| +~—«570, 787|___7| 1,887,666 
59| 192,171] 143| 484,354] 192] 2,314,292] 71] 8,610,477 
8| 231,918] 43| 205, 155| 50|  548,928| 221 2, 459, 200 

4|  4,420/ 18| 12,541) 22]  54,117| 61 75,670 

71 14,053) 251 10,879] 37! 145,905! 10/1, 050, 174 
12} 31,536) 20] ~—«-39,397/:-«81|_~=«297, 985! —6|-_:1, 046, 910 
20/ 29,006] 43;  129,745| 66]  660,495| 9 146 
6G, 93}  14,581| 34| 157,680| 2 7, 550 

7] 1.421| 58! 79,596, 66|  149,736| 45| 839,130 

10/ 20,791 25 29, 908/321 +—176,279| ~~ 8|~—«8377,680 

5| 2,730] 40! 92,295} 48] «629,613 «1 2, 800 

2) 11001 6 6,727| 16| 80,585, 2} 115,000 

231 21970] 94 186,812) 144] 1,214,5021 24| 760,675 
Ss oy ees 5 1,918] 14] 107, 224|__--| ---------- 
Sala pee tes 3 30431 3 6709) cl 
16, 100| 4 Zeek Wt - 115;-668|.<c colo c~caace 

21, 652 weer lets Bement eee | == See | wee eceeeuves=|-2 2 @ wler rons @eaes (sean sg) ae eaeatases 
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TasLe 5.—Summary of statistics of libraries reporting 3,000 volumes or more 
in 1923 


EXPENDITURE DURING LAST FISOAL YEAR FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES EXCEPT 
FOR BUILDINGS 


For ook: 

pamphlets peers : For all other | Total expendi- 

and periodi- For binding For salaries purposes fee 

cals 
States Sd | | 
aul g [gel g jae) 3 [ge] q [23] 3 
gers JStlsag (ESE 8 a |) ae, ere 5 
2a oe Tea) oe ea ea) tee ge eee 
He < Se <q He Se < He < 
4 5 6 7 8 § 10 11 


S| ee E> ————S SS 


Continental U. S__-_/3, 816/$8, 683, 1442, 495/$2, 021, 550)3, 375 821, 974, 624'2, 8951$6, 871, 682) 4, 087\$40, 326, 522 


aN ae a a | RRP et CIM fea | OPN 


Adabamea: 22 .- = see8 ee 21 12 5,035) 14 61,183) 13 14,440) 23 111, 597 
Atay ONAee. 4-= 5 SES 8 4 a aly 6 34, 249 5 8, 072 9 70, 711 
Awkansas: c0 -. See ese 15 7 2,374; 13 18, 772 9 2,336; 18 45, 745 
California= 282 202) 1, 129, 369 156) 165,209} 185} 1,887,937; 152) 668, 938) 216} 3, 862, 038 
Colorado -22-. SS 50 76, 183} 34 15, 785} 42 193, 860! 31 47, 289) 3 333, 116 
Connecthient==- 4-4 121} 203,975} 85 49,999} 113 472, 068} 107; 143,566) 130 879, 810 
Melaware: = ves ee 3 11, 992 2 2, 553 3 34, 148 2 7, 183 4 55, 876 
District of Columbla_..} 37|. 211,808) 23) 238,772} 23] 1,014,692 8 47,229| 43] 1,526, 616 
Morinda 22 fe. - ae ee 15 19, 660 5 3,166! 14 38, 066) 13 13,392} 16 74, 295 
Geortiae-2 3 eee 38 61,679) 21 6, 669) 33 107,436} 28 35, 553} | 213, 802 
Ta ahoees 22 eee ae 18 22,434; 14 2,284; 15 31,431} 15 16,577; 20 72, 946 
Tinos’ 22) es eee ee 233) 756,341] 171) 169,084] 196] 1,600,156! 184! 572,776} 243) 3,115, 434 
Inidigaia t=) Sts. = Se se 165) 314,315] 143 68,407) 150 710,295} 1653} 350,538] -173}] 1, 446, 157 
Towiakl £25 bie. Seas 143} 236,361) 109 53, 384) 118 432, 262} 119) 184,120) 151 918, 198 
Kansagut: Sas. Sema 79; 109,666; 47 22,361) 75 241,787| 57 73, 226) -- 85 453, 005 
| 
Kennicky.. 53... 222.28 32 40,759} 18 8, 513) 23 133, 6641 21 65, 889) 35 250, 620 
Wouisiana seek sees ee 13 43, 584 9 6, 960| 12 76, 043 7 12, 664) 17 298, 866 
NMiaines = eee esol 84 69,656) 42 9, PALS 77 120,709} 73 63, 001; 89 270, 012 
Maryland 222222 eee 22) 86,096} 16 17 002) 19 265,321; 12 66, 830} 26 459, 573 
Massachusetts_-......-- 367; 707,248) 236) 187,428; 350} 1,857,111} 320) 6852, = 385) 3, 491, 175 - 
IMiighigan s=880=- 2 ee ee 130} 441,122) 88 51,616] 115) 1,137,632] 90) 510,629] 146) 2,151,385 
Minnesota is) eee ee 128] 215,640) 97 62, ,163' 107 724, 673! 98) 234,459! 134! 1, 260, 435 
MSSSISSIPppi-e =-asee eee 14 14, 670 6 Zs 242! 10 20, 633 5 10, 340) - 15 48, 385 
IWEssouriz _ 28 -eees 86; 230,252; 49} 114,884! 69 628,175} 483; 148,659] 93} 1, 120, 732 
Montanae. 22. seas 24 36, 246} 18 5,201] « 21 79,240} 20} 26, 438| - 26 147, 115 
Nebraska sos. .eee 26 70 62,732} 54 17,303) 64 148,019} 58 50,193} 75 278, 027 
Nevyadavs: tee eee 3 14, 833} 2 SEL. 874 15, 063 4 1, 508 4 31, 965 
New Hampshire_.._-.-- 99 73,429; 49 10,452; 94 132, 541] 88 52, 839! 108 270, 004 
New. Jersey 2 222-25 2-22 95; 269,849} 67 53, 818} 90 766,051} 81| 245,114| 104} 1,371,823 
New Mexico. ..-..-.-.- 8 7, 891 6 852; 10 15, 189 6 5, 533]- 10 29, 465 
} 
ING wihYiOr kes ee eas 446) 1, 057, 133! 264) 215,873! 373] 3,578,919! 313) 886,787: 468] 5, 885, 622 
North Carolina. ...2_- 27| 65,461} 13 5, 089] 23 79, 581| 22 15, 535}- 31 168, 695 
NortheDakotas. 2222-2 24 27,904) 16 5, 481 3 78, 2 20 27,628) 24 135, 917 
Obioo A ee aes 162 479, 313} 103; 128,566] 246) 1,552,638! 128] 355,183! 172! 2,496,175 
Qkiahoma- 32 Serle 43 95,006) 22 6,247! 38 124,898} 29 28,608} 44) 258, 879 
Oregons. iso es 34; 110,347) 22 24,316) 31 319, 456] 29 64,625 37 519, 129 
Pennsylyanias 225 23 184] 432,961} 115) 116,610) 175) 1,292,169) 121) -352,237| -212) 2, 264,933 
Rhode Island_____--_- 49} 109,951} 27 18,627} 45 239,261; 42 62, 280) 51 435, 062 
South Carolina._._.-__- 3 25,391; 10 ILNZIGIE 26 30,612} 13 11,581) 29) 68, 103 
South Dakota_._..--__- 39| 37,917) 30 6,960} - 35 76, 728) 25 31, 862} 40 155, 357 
Trannessee_ 2. 525058 27 71,196; 16 14,962; 27 151, 000 2 36,897] 32 272, 450 
TexaSh 82... Wa eae 69} 113,890) 35 23,474) — 51 214,932} 39) 292,915) 73 646, 879 
Witahter = see poeta es 36 35,399} 22 9,480} 32 79, 604| 30 24,118) 37 152, 693 
Nermont:.. 2 haat Bs 63 36, 565) 32 5, 552|' 60 68,696} 55 40,309} 68 151, 806 
Virginia 2 ree 34 51,952} 15 ities 29 89,227) 25 25,349). 37 181, 874 
Washington_2--) Seu 53} 109,634) 35 35, 549) 45 393,110) 36 65,671; 53) 603, 962 
West; Virginia. 255.25 ‘18 21, 150! 8 2,139) 15 51, 462 9 13,578) 19: 88, 129 
Wisconsin 220" Seas 148; 224,810) 112 39,376} 122 509, 526] 102} 184,565) 152) 972, 623 
MAVOMInNg_ a. so eres 14 41, 578 8 3, 062) 14 46, 442) 13 19,724; 14 109, 366 
wa 
Outlying possessions | 
Alas Sai ie SP ae oe 3 3, 821 2 463 1 2, 750 2| 387 3 6, 923 
rawaile oo. : be eae 7 38, 210 4 2, 318 7 57, 762 3} 14, 735 7 113, 025 
Portomicos eae 3 SRY oh 810} 3 12, 644 y 2,4 2 24, 612 


PUBLIC, SOCIETY, AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


9 


TasLE 6.—Summary of siatistics of all libraries reporting 1,000 to 3,000 volumes 


in 1923 
BOOKS, ADDITIONS, CARDS IN FORCE, BOOKS ISSUED, TOTALINCOME, AND TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE 
Volumes , : 
to Borrowers’ | Books issued 
a * arene cards in for use out- | Total income cca a 
Oo —) : ; i. a 6 
6 z past year force side library 
States x 5 os \- Bol en | ieeteni| eaeayi 
n n n Ao 
2 ha o Heal et | Salioeg Hom) S Gale sp “leq! 
2 s| 3 He| = (Hel = fee] @ |Be|°2 [se] 8 
K =| 3 5 g HS! | aS 9 |S i) HOS | -) 
aie ‘Ss oY = RR (FS f= a en SITS =) ite = 2a) 8 
| A > jae! 4 jaa) 42 As) 4 jae} « [Ae 4 
ee ee ee ee EEE EEE eee ss Eee Fort — 
i 2 | 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 il 12 13 id 
get iuolor | ee V | a 
Continental J 
jee ees '3, 464) 772/16, 039, 524'2, 718'474, 377|1, 799,686, 004/1, 412 5, 245, 861 2, 286'$1,260,258'2, 560'$1,328,660 
i—— —_—— el | raps La ere? 
Alabama ---_-- 14] * 5] 19,543; 10] 2,433 4) 803 | 10,82 8 3,340, 8 2,207 
Arizona___.---- 19} .2| 34,114 14!) 2, 752 6 1, 025) 6; 10, 067) 14) 5, 591 4 5, 508 
Arkansas __---- 10, <1} 16,576; 10) 2486] 3/ 361} 2 4,225) 7 1,022) 6} 1, 167 
California__.--| 131] 19} 235, 552; 104 14, 970; 37) 11,346} 32) 137,612: ~79) 38,611] 91) 36,868 
Colorado --___-- 37 A 64, 430) = 6,650, 23) 6, a 15) 59,730/ 24t 9,421) 27, 7, 412 
: | | 
Connecticut --- 41; 2 82,460) 32) 4, =a 29 6, 110 16| 79, 650) 23 6, 372 30} 13, 009 
Delaware__---- 2) 0 3, 200) 2) 110) eI 150) 1, 264) 0 0 1 600 
Dist. Columbia} 24) 11) 48, ae 18} 4, 780; 1 80 7\ &, 454) 8 7, 074 16| 20, 894 
¥lorida_-_------ 16, 1) 26,091) 12) 2,855! 11| 3, 827| 3} 30,292; 10 3, 4201 41 3, 586 
Georgia___.---- 44] 11) 75,5851 42) 7,628) 20) 7,722/ 13) 20,341 27 9,469 30) 10,592 
| 
Winho._-_-2-<<- 30| 5 50,612) 23] 4,730 iu 8,749} 11| 69,695} 24] 13,137) 23) 12,1922 
Hiinois_ _...=.-- 147| 19] 269, 16¢ 119, 2A, 063} 87) 43, 966) 57) 293,131} 92! 56,312: 115) 67,083 
Indiana__...--- 99) 29) 173,007; 77) 18,906) 65; 32,435) 41) 242,060) 66; 68, 776| 74) 56, 876 
few =~ 252 5 156] 29; 273,199) 113) 17,206] 63] 22,936] 42: 166,434) 90; 56,340: 95) 32,328 
Kansas. =2_..- 100} 20) 157,378! 76) 11,724; 62) 19,443) 35) 120,915} 67) 27,078| 71) 25,363 
Kentucky.-.--| 36) 9] 60,248) 25! 7,074 18]. 5, 715 10; 18, 647 1S wii Fm Ak 5, 817 
Leuisiana....-- 15} 4, 25,846 9} 2,922 6 652! 4 10,377 7 ie 231| 8 1, 236 
12; epee oe 64; &| 115,457; 47) 4,607) 28) 8,991 23) 65,4380) 45) 10,443 48) 9, 879 
Maryland --__-- 24| 8] 43,781, 19) 3,104 8) 4,356 3) 5,958) 14 4, 491 16) 6, 391 
Massachusetts | 128) 26} 244,468) 93) 12,632) 33] 9,851 53! 130,938) 77) 39, 9291 87 37, 917 
Michigan__---- 156] 38] 266,524) 128) 17, 435 67| 23, 747) 42) 188,818) 113 7,453] 117) 42,025 
Minnescta___-- 224; 38! 870,658! 188] 26,709; 158) 53,882) 188) 452,451) 171 61,888} 195) 61,938 
Mississippi -_-- 20; 2 35,209) 15) 4,429 9} 4,805 Si ooze. 1a! 9, 720 15) 4, 136 
Missouri____.-- 105; 21; 182,937) 87] 18,577} 50) 21, 239) 35! 103, 973| 61 17, 885} 76) 24, 548 
Montana-_---- 31; lj 58,032) 20) 4,3 19] 8,889; 11} 40,900) 17 7,879} 24) 11,754 
Nebraska__---~ 12) 21). 136, 265) 62] 13,825} 59) 35,900} 40! 225, 501 56; 39,760] 59! 35,875 
Nevada___.---- Ol gate At, 436) 6 893 7| 2,021 3} 1, 850 5 1, 550 5} 1, 432 
N.Hampshire_| 71) 25) 134,619) 55! 4,481) 42) 8,253) 35) 93, 244 59] 12, 381 62! 12, 143 
New Jersey__-- 66} 8] 127,977 51] 12,955) 47) 18,231; 43] 289,163} 42) 31,819 47| 30, 967 
New Mexico__- 44 2 §, 110 4 $81 2 868) Y 1, 639 i 779 "| 3, 133 
New York___-- 456] 127| 815, 066) 347| 58,619; 216) 79,77 241} 780,230} 280! 142,109] 340! 180,116 
North Carolina} 46} 18) 87,962: 39) 17,362) 25) 14,614 22) te AtZi sal a2; 579) 30) 21, 836 
North Daxota-. 53} 31) 89,436) 43) 5,031) 34, 10,119' 24; 70,037; 28; 12,470; 37 12, 644 
COT aie Suro 165} 18) 249,686) 122) 13,865) 73) 22, | 53, 184,308; 95! 33,594) 116] 45,139 
Oklahoma_.--.- 43; 7| 70,252) 36] 11, 034 a 12, 583) my 65,424, 31) 26,138 Z| 16, $47 
Oregon —_.- 51} 7) 85,774) 45] 6,040} 26] 10,974) 18) 75,501 39; 14,924) 36! 31,058 
Pennsylvania._| 153) 35) 264,713] 119) 25,521) 81) 40,853! 49) 177,857) 84) 145,935) 94] 135,495 
Rhode Island._} 20! 0} 37,356] 16) 1,748) 11] 7,717 3] «31,362; 11 7,066) 14 9, 375 
South Carolina} 17) 1) 32,444) 14) 2,904] 13) 3,372): 7! 18,768 13 6, 205) 15 6, 421 
South Dakota_| 31! 4! 49,739! 380! 6,799) 22) 8,488! 10) 51,074) 26 15, 023) 27 11, 222 
Tennessee. -_-- 30; 8! 43,039; 26) 5,876 8: 1,810 6| 17,136 18 4,674) 20 4, 134 
WeKAS 2S a 73| 18) 131,968} 62] 17,780} 30} 9,669) 24) 182,192; 54) 40,382) 653) 53,451 
Rahs 2 a. 14, 1} 24,889 9 868 9} 4,150 ol. 18; 8721. 10 5, 208] 10 5, 423 
Vermont--.-.. 83) 53! 137,999] 57) 5,759) 48] 8,269) 44) 82,534 74\ 12,198} 67 7, 517 
Varpinia=-=- 12 0| 20, 339 8) 1, 226 6| 2, 167 3 9,923; 11 12, 318) 9} 10,481 
Washington_-_}| 82) 11) 141,787 68) 12, 621 50! 15, 988} 35) 102,229) 66) 98,818 2| 106, 339 
av Virginia _-—_ 30: 5) 41, 236 24| 4,022 15| 5, 570! 9| 13,747 20 7, 580 23 10, i142 
Wisconsin .-__- 201; 28) 346,596) 170) 22,954; 144) 52,279) 109) 411,478) 142 57, 727 167 78, 162 
Wyoming-_-__-- 9} OO} 15,880 6} 2,910 5) 2, be 0 0 6 7, 848 6 8, 102 
Se SSS SS SS a a a a a a Se Se Se 
Outlying pos- 
Sessions 
Alaska = 22-522 i | es 1, 927 1 2 1 20 1 AQ |e Sees ete 1 25 
Hawaii-__-.-... 7 eee 3, 681 1 IE Shee See ae 2 1, 657 2 1,818 
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TABLE 7.—Combined statistics of all libraries reporting 1,000 volumes or more 


in 1928 


DISTRIBUTION OF LIBRARIES AND BOOKS 


Number aenaibies of 

re) volumes re- 

States libraries | ported by 
reporting | the libraries 


Census Of- | Number | Number 

fice estimate | of people | of books 

of population 
in 1923 


110, 630, 330 


3 

126, 914, 414 
696, 242 
IATIZON Re PES ee ee en ee Ses eee = 33 239, 259 
SAT RICO Ss ee a ee eee 35 475, 492 
Califonniticss 2) sa2—5 enue a Ses SE ee 379 7, 925, 703 
Colorado 2s -sse-2< oo ee ee ee 102 1, 317, 764 
Connecticuts:- -22.- 2522 +> 2S eee 190 4, 647, 270 

Delaware-o-- = se8 eo ee ee ee 8 12 ; 
Districtzof Colunibis ==s tees ee ae 108 7, 558, 138 
HMlorida ss = 25: Seen Eee es ee eee 39 334, 613 
Georgia] = 2 aa oe ee ee 98 853, 113 
Ndaniosa_ S522 ee es eee eee eae 56 361, 085 
NTN OIS 3 So eae ae ees ae ee enews 439 7, 982, 076 
hndianad See ee See Be ees 291 3, 431, 647 
TOW ae 2) Se on on ae eee oe 323 2, 934, 222 
ICANS8S ose ee wets eee eee 199 1, 907, 163 
Ken GU Chayyons 248 os ee et ee 87 862, 776 
AOUISTATI A erm a ee et BY 38 575, 471 
Maine <== <a Sea ee Ware nee eae ei een 180 1, 706, 544 
IMarylaniG S22 a ae en meme. 79 1, 812, 985 
Massachusetts: 22. - 52 eee eet a 587 13, 621, 285 
Michigan 23-220 322 Sie: See ee 326 3, 945, 963 
Winnesotas == se =. <- -.o 3 oe ee 374 3, 172, 562 
IVEISSISSIN Dien ees sa ee ee een eee at 436, 948 
INTISSOUN 3 oS ee ee Be 224 3, 386, 349 
Montana 2250-0 ob etacn sane oes 69 654, 684 
Nebraska a2 ie = oe ee ee ee 154 1, 301, 594 
INGVada Sere ee eos cet ena awe eS 14 182, 441 
INewsELanipshite=s—- — 2 See eae 192 1, 623, 245 
ING Ws lerse y= — soon owe Soe See ae ee 213 3, 752, 126 
ING Wis VIGGO =< eee ore een cee 20 197, 527 
ING We ViOlke= - Sean eo. eee ee 1, 052 17, 664, 314 
North: @aroling ss 22~ eee ae ee eee o4 750, 371 
North: Dakota === 2 =o ee 83 451, 242 
ONIOR ase ee eee ee 380 6, 429, 779 
Oklahoma <2 22 ee ee 96 695, 602 
Orecon 5.2.2 Sts Se ee ee eee 94 1, 170, 566 
Renris yl Vanities nana aees  ee 447 7, 729, 918 
RnGGs: Tslavidaess S222 Sate eee ee ee 87 1, 647, 437 
South; Carolinas. ares see ees es 55 535, 826 
SOUth SD aKOta Sees eae re eee 76 520, 400 
Tennessee ee — 22— = St aes ees oes 76 1, 206, 846 
Texas: - Foss. eee eee ee ee ee 172 1, 583, 327 
tables -osaea Sea. oe Se ee ee 52 490, 998 
Wierthon Gee = aaa es oe ee ee 159 1, 098, 994 
Wit ginig= es gees on Seta ee ee eee soe 57 987, 598 
Washineton.232 4 5. ee a ee 146 1, 510, 275 
West. Virginin@a2=" = 22. S22 See ee 62 507, 727 
‘WISCONSIN, oS eases. acne eee eae 376 3, 511, 018 
WyOmiin gat ess ee. oe oe Sea tee 23 254, 066 


2, 423, 912 
380, 960 


0, 
1, 816, 287 
3, 805, 153 
$90, 320 


1, 476, 483 
230, 460 


3, 378, 963 
372, 265 


10, 843, 661 
2, 686, 325 
672, 041 

6, 117, 122 
2, 162, 079 


823, 270 
9, 100, 326 
626, 672 
1, 744, 408 
655, 532 


2, 393, 077 
4, 939, 630 
476, 812 
352, 428 
2, 398, 441 


1, 433, 998 
1, 551, 156 
2, 739, 574 

11, 864 
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TasLe 8.—Increase in number of libraries having 5,000 volumes or more and 


increase in number of volumes in these libraries from 1913 to 1923 


PE RATISAS Serre eae taney eee ee TEN tl 


Pbaeylaie agen an onateeerr i e 


AEG rae eee ae pe 


Mississippi 
Missouri 


OLecnny ear ee. tee os eee eine 
IRGMMSYLV ARIA oom tes Sg Se es 
FUnOdGrSlam Gt oe cae as ee Sh 
sSonthni@arouna. ose = ee ae ee 


South Dakota 


VAST SL OTe as reer eee meer ae em neat) iS 
WWeSE Vin cinta ks ome eee ee ee Pe 
WISCONSIN sat ee ee ee ea ee 
BUY TUR Se al a Pes ee ate 


a rn ene me ee eee eee wee eee eee ee eee 


INE WiJeTSC yarn uae ee a ee To 


wae ee we ee we ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Number 
of 
libraries 
reporting 


Volumes 
reported by 
the libraries 


Increase since 1913 


Libraries 
reporting 


Volumes 


Per cent 
of 
increase 


in 
volumes 


a | | 


eS ee SS eS 


| | S| Le 


1, 189, 471 


4, 423, 911 
260, 843 
7, 455, 560 
283, 361 
739, 826 


275, 265 
7, 417, 424 
3, 040, 765 
2, 453, 687 
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TABLE 9.—Growth of libraries of 5,000 volumes or more since 1891 


States | 1891 | 18¢5 | 1900 | 1903 ; 1908 | 1913 | 1923 
, 
1 2 3 4 5 | 8 7 | 8 
| 

Continental United States____.._.._-_---- 1,174 | 1,299 | 1,729 | 2, 028 | 2,298 | 2,849 3,689 
Ia amine eee Goce Sh See pei 9 | 9 | 9 13s) Sapiss| = 2 30 
INT IZON AS Dori: Soe re eee ee 2 £4 2, 2 | 4 | 7 13 
IA PIKE SAG RA hae we a 5 | 3 5 6 | 7 fe) 17 
California: se 202k a eRe eo ee 34 | 48 54 72 | TA on 195 
Colorado. .ut. A are 7 ie TS ee 11 | 15 22 mB | 2 | 37 48 
Connecticut ewe b Re oS EG 30:1. 33 66 vi-| --+994- - 268 110 
Delaware:: 230s ae ee eens 5 | 4 6 5 | 4 | fi 8 
District of Columbias... 52)... 1 sae Dei; = 338 46 52; 80/ 52 67 
HMloridae. 3: eae Ee | Pes ee ee AE 3 3 5 | 6 | 7 15 
(Bisa eee eae acer emeeis Fb ure ea 14 | 15 18 18 } 19 27 | 43 
SN aay ee ek cree Pe A as ee TE a 1 1 2 2 6 8 16 
TUT ISe 2 Ue ae oh a -c eie e ae 71 70 98 116 136 176 216 
Indiatia: <7 Gt Bee PEE Se Re ee 31 | 35 50 60 65 | 97 136 
Tomas tee See eee 29 | 32 42 54 | 74 96 112 
eansase) 0 ) Sei ae Oe he a eee 10 | 17 27 32 | 38 57 | 74 
Kantaeky: Open. 2. DR ee ee pil mea 16 a | 20 29 36 
TGOUNS?A Ts ao be ee Sp Ce ae 12 | iia 10 13 13 15 18 
Miaigiaiic. BSE Le Ee 19 29 | 36 38 52 | 62 82 
VES yeleuin Glo eatet Se eared nc EEE Os SR VR A 26 | 28 39 49 39 46 46 
IWraSSACHUSGLES HS me ee ee ee eee 207 207 263 295 317 343 371 
aNAl tt oh ry tere Cae rs ope ae 34 | 38 | 48 61 73 89 118 
Wirinssota eanee ee 2 es oy Na Aa 16 | 22 34 39 42 62 101 
IVEISSISS Ip Die eee re a a a ee Pes 6 | 4 3 5 8 12 19 
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IMtontan a 20 eee ae See seeenee nts 2 4 “i 10 12 17 80 
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INGWAMexico eine SO earl eee oe ja Ppeneag || nals BLS Soe 3 5 | 6 14 
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North! Garolinatet. 2 7 Sse ee eae 10 | i 18 }\-.-- 718 16:-|-* —285 33 
INoriheipakotaene «sels Bara eee 1 ! 2 3 3 8 12 21 
Og eR PS 8 nos EE i 62 | 68 92| 116 126 150 176 
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} | 
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Sort © arolinaews = ees Serene ee Se Ree ee 10 | 11 | 12 15 16 | 19 26 
SoutheDakotvats kee sa sh: Bote i ees 1 | 2 6 10 | 10 | 19 31 
Mennessea, eke a ee 16/ 21 26 2| 25 | 27 32 
Poxgee |b Moree bss 1. See) ee RIS 7 9 15 30! 26 37 67 
Utena Sc fe ae es SE a A 8 4 | 3 4 7 8 | 8 18 
Vermont 22 ei ate eee 15 18 21S |e 2a 29 | 34 49 
Virginian: See wae" TREN oP eee aiee 22 | 21 8 25 | a) 8 33 , 
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WSO 11 gt 8 AAS he Oe EN a ee 1 1 4 4 + | 5 12 
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